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"Coun. Upon my Word you hit him ts a Hair. Tru- and to ſpend fo much in March Beer and oth 
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contented himſelf with only ponring out the milder Vials 
of our ſofteſt Penal Wrath, in the -prniftimient of their 
Packets and Eſtates, by Conhſcatiens, Sequeſtra- _« 
tions, &e. * 

Cit. Now pray be ſo kind as to ſatis one Cu- 
riolity of mine. -- 

Coun. What's that ? 

Cit. How many of theſe Fines, Confiſcations, _ 
Sequeftratins, &c.. you ſpeak of, aid this merci- 
26 wil 226. Juſtice of Peace return into the Exche. 
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Cir. 1 Friend, prethce Jon't ſhrdg at it, but for, 
once be candid, and aniwer this Point ; ay; how 
many of them did he return into rhe Exche- 

uer ? 

» Coun. Traly if 1 nwft out with it, 1 am afraid 
bur few gr #one, that 14, if "the rthrncts of the 
Vexatioa Diſſenters be tre, as I oye are nor, 
for alas there's lirtle credit to be given 6h litig 10s 
and clamorous 4 Generation. 0 However poor Max bt 
prudently aud timely retired,” to be out of the ' malicious 
neife of __ And what if after all, he was 4 little 
flow or tardy « they call-it, now and then in ſome of 
thoſe Chequer Returns, 1 bope i i 45 110 ſucbimpardon- 
able «Crime to make ſpoyl of the Egyptians ; beſides 
His then Gracious Majeſty, Heavens Peace be with 
- m,did nat ſe much want u perheys ar He and ſeveral 
ley Gd Gentlemen in his Poſt might #. And if 
foreſee or fore think of an 5A pars > 
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ak ont 7 eaſe? probably tod, bt ike Jadas Thirty 
Pence,. they might not think it worth the Royal Trea- 

ſury, and thereſore might lay it ont in 4 Potters Field, 
or 4 Daughters Portion,- or ſo. Alas, what then | j 
Emoyar ſelf can't ſay, but He and indecd all the reft of 
thoſe worthy Gentlemen unter the ſame DilemmS, & they 
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gril fort of Proſclites, todiſprace the Klockthe 
herd with; and what a Derogation to the very 
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our Eecleſtaſtical Conſtitution eppear, where Our 
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Coun; Indeed Fricnd, I do acknonledre that the 
& 7+ Ex:cuting of the Penal Laws have rarely prodiaged 
Mer, any greater effetts then thoſe you mention, as. having © 
for truly - (more's. the pitty) wrought but wery few veal 
Bal Converſions, (for theſe ſtif-neckr Diſſenters are 41 
burtY ancorrgible ſort of obftinatts ) but hywever, is an 
r al honeſt good Law to be condemned, for no other Defe& 
l de. then want of Power to reftrain Offenders ;, you may As 
n the well at that rate arraign the ten Commandmens, nay 
e nat Y the very Goſpel it ſelf, for all the Irrehigion and Arhc- 
Or ff * 5ſme of the Aye. | 

Cit. Nay-Friend, ſtopa little there 3 the De- 
ter! Y fect of theſes Penal Laws, lyes not only in their 
irch Y want of Power 'toreſttain Offenders, as you call 
Sin Y em; for Thar part of their Defect arraigns on- 
eli- Y 1y the Policy of thoſe that made them, and is 
our Y the leaſt part of their fault ; bur their greateſt 
Swe Y and moſt capital Defe& is, that the very Tenvre 
to. Y add ſubjeft matter of thoſe Laws is altogether 
'in- F 'inexcuſable. | 
tom Coun. - Tow will do well to-make out all that Charge 
But againſt thews. 
wits | Ci. Alas, the every days Arguments on this 
: to ſubject, are ſs publick and ſa commgn —— 
tion Coun. That 1 warrant, you are anmilting to be at 
the } the tronble' of - repenting thew, btcauſe perbaps ſome 
red of them have been ſaid before, and are not all your 
hen om; prethee let nor that breake ſquares between us , 
3 2 mo matter. whoſe.or where they'edine ; [ ſhall be glad ro 


hear Reaſor' rhoigh ag fd #5 Adam, and Truth, ( if 
« Man conld meet with ir) "winch ghey ſay i nat aſham- 
td to walk naked, bas Charms, that not like other Beau- 
Hits, are leſs agreeable of inviting, becanſe publick and 
commen, # 

Ci. Then take that naked *Frath; and own the 
Charms you give her; firſt, \t;y what juſt Autho- 
tity cax-.the, Church of England eftablith Laws to 
puniſh Diſene in Religlon and Nonconformity 
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of Worſhip! . He that- purnfhes, ought to be 
aſſured of a W»ong done, © r an Evil committed 
arr ar riff the Law ea 
a7" dhe punifhment: infli are unjut. 
oy But the Workip. of OE ccorting 0 the -beſt 
= Light of a Chriſtian Gonſ tence, ' (anid” that's all 
uk {| the Crime the Diferiey is thinifht for) is © far 
jou from Evil,” that tis the hif þeſt duty of Chriſtia- 
hy uty. And 'cah that Law be-juftified by the ſtan- 
OY Grd of the Evangelical-pr ofeflion, that fo noto- 
ol —_ reftrains Men fi:om'ſo indiſpenſable a 
þ . Gn ny | [| Y. . 
ere Cong, Alas mifta/teyonr felfe, ' theſe Laws 
bo | Oe ron Fg thas Warſtip of Gol, but 
Vathey compel *em 20 it: Are not all the De(trines of 
and tbe Chirch' of F neland "fawided on holy Writ, and 
un- © ted from ! hat ſacred fountain of Trath, the 
hey opt Ang bas ; not the wiſdom and care of onr great 
ery Aformer s weede, | and purged thr profeſſion of Chriſt i- 
wy | <txp in Doi trin azd Worſhip, 4s now beleived and 
% "Filed wn the C of Fngland rom all Inno- 
6" = Ss Char ch, of England, 7s Aud if 
"_ God be the God : of Order, where 1s Order and Un- , 
9 * 2 Ju, to be eftavliſht; 5f nor 3= the Church of 
je he / a4 if * that Ordeh be ſo tobe eftabliſhe there, 
Jur ſ "Fen al þ tis, ſhall we on the contrary open 4 Gate 
204 «# met) of Conſcience, ' to let in af the diſorder 
of j a af v, that ſuch Libertines aid Enthuſiefts 
VO 4. neneft:z. And is us jo great a fault in 
vn wr Pcoal L av $, or the Maternal care of « Church: 
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Cit. Truly Friend ia this wide Anſwer of yours; 
you have not directly rep:yed to my Aﬀertion : 
However, 43 you have. here muſtered the very 
ſum total of all our Church has to-prge in vin- 
dication of her Penal Laws; the Diſcoflion there- 
fore of theſe her weightieſt pretended ponderous 
Arguments, ' and the Cutting this ſeeming ktotty 
Gordian , will be no little Step towards ad}uſtiug 
our Debate, and ſctting us to Rights. 

In order to which, Firſt 1 belerve not odly the 
Dotcrins of the Church of England, but the 
points In- Controverſy between her and her D;/- 
Jenters, (for theirs molt of them and our Do 
Qrines are the ſame) are fonnded on holy Writ, 
and extracted from thoſe ſacred” Fountains of 
Treth , as yau ſay. But pray have riot 'fe- 
veral of the Diffemers the very ſane Baſis; the 
Scriptures too even for thoſe Tenents arid points 
ig differance between ys. | 

Coun, How now! I hope you tre n0t for makin 
the Scripture play the Satyr mn the Fable; blow hot and 
cold both with one Breath; can the Scripture reconcile 4 
Contradiftions ? can Truth play the Janus? Avd 
cn oppoſite points of Faith or Divine Rites of Worlhip 
be bath at once ſupported by the ſacred Oratles of "the 
Goſpel. | 7 

ir dare fiot tell yon that they can, but this 
I dare tell you, as there is but ove God and ore Goſ-, 
pel, {© thexe are, thoſe Gredt ard Fundamental 
Truths, delivered in that Goſpet-ſo plain and F- 
pident, that he that beleives and praftifes accord< 
ingly, and tothe beight of his Ability, lives up 
to the precepts and commands contained in, and 
derived from thoſe Fundamental Truths, ' Einnoc 
err-in the path-to Salvation. But on the other 
ſide as there are ſever1l leffer points contained al-. 
ſo in, or deduced: from that ſacred: Volume of 
the revealed Myſteries, that from Generation to 
Generation have admitted of Diſpute, and which 
(withorlt ſetting up an Jrfalible Fader) neither. 
have been, are, or,will be adjuſted to the end of 
the World: And conſ:queatly;- the numerous 
Chriſtian Diſſenters, in thoſe foremettioned points 
of difference between vs, neither te; or will 
be reconciled as long as. the Stn and Moon en- 
dure; hew unreaſonable therefore is the Inſti- 
tution of Penal Laws, to puniſh noother Tranſ- 
grefſion then this Impoſſible Reconciliation ; 
Ant to bring it more home to the Charch of Eng- 
land, a Church that utterly 'difowns any ſuch 
Infallible Judge, confeſſing her own and all othcr 
Fallibility-: Her puniſhment of Dyſſczters carries 
the moſt notorious face of Injuſtice, that all her. 
Eloquezre can never anſwer, nor Sophiftry it ſelf 
can palliate : For what aſſurance, «# Fall:ble,can ſhe 
have, but that the Diſenters in thoſe points in 
Difference, may be in the Right and her 
ſelf in the Wrong; and therefore with what 
forchead dares ſhe pretend, (in ſo tender a con- 
cern, a$Sno leſs then the Liberties, Eſtates and 
Lives of ker Difſenting Brethren ſtruck at by our 
Penal Laws) to puniſh Diffent as Erronious, 

when poſſibly the errour may be on the puniſh- 
ing and not on the offending fide. MAD 

Coun.”-Truly T ſhould be « Diſſenter my ſelf ſhunld 
1 dare contraditt jo eft abliſhed an Opinion of our _ 
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a Falubiluy. And therefore T miuft acknowledg we Coun. But hold alinie, my nimble Friend, Tboge ther 
can have no further «fſurance of the Figs on our ſide, l'rtte difference berween the Church of Rome and tbe C 


. h , | England. 
aforeſaid coxtrov ; xwndin + 

in rhe af =_—_ aboar Fans, reg fo nding our Cit. 1 undoubtedly a great one, 

{ ruth (8 nat marrey } 1n contrad;ttio7 0 FHIE(Y A1tſ- Coun, Axd therefore I hope the Laws and Penalties tg þ 

talc, only upon our Jnternal Evidence teſtifying for our Innocent Primitive Faith and Purity; @ ſevere s You 

k ie 


uw, A Linbt &- Tudoment of Conſcience, that afrer P45 4 to repreſent them, end the Laws to ſupport ſuch as 
a ſerinus, matwre and deliberate E xancination, and on þ NS Pony Cons nay Rome bes Jon 
from ow owa Intcipetatini? of tre Spiritual Records, Cit. Dilpropurtion ! none at all : for grant all this o; 
eccrides in wr own Favor , and gives Reaſon ard of Errour Superſtition, Fc. againit the Remiſb Religion wy 
Strength to our own Arguments and Opinions. ſhe has as authentick a juſtification of her Fenel 1, yo 
Cit. This very acknowledgement has, undone otra kayg - Bape has), to coder that the 
you; for the Difſenter himſelf has that very Light Trunks are Repoſited;; but with gll fo Refolhted ay 
and Judgment of Conſcience, that in contradicti- Key.of Knowledg that opens to them, dves nd upjork L 


e ; : : Men alike. Tis not the abſolute and 
on to all your Reaſons, decides for his own. And (for ſach Perfeſtion is nut given us) of parſed Knowledge 


if no ſtronger a'Light can eredt Penal Laws, ſuppo- 5,4 and Palſcboo! in every entire Pave foam Fog 
ing our Church Government in the Difſenters Hands, only the Preſumptive Knowledge of them that up Chir hes 
he has the ſame parity of Juſtice to turn all our and Laws to ſupport them ;/ and therefore the po: 
own Penal Weapons, or others as ſharp, againſt the with an Equal - fm q_ Beleif of her Di. 
very Breaſt of the. now Church of England. OS OS 0048! Cllicient and 
} of $ | | penal 1nflitions in matter of 
. Coun. 7; roth,' Friend, to give you your due, I think Conſcience, as we can have for ours. And indeed o 
there's a little ſmall matter of Senſe, ſome little ſmat- in the Saddle, in any Churth whatever; whether Chridh 


tering of Reaſon in this Argument of yours, that, hang = gende : neg ares Rene (elf, pon the igran. 
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me, if at preſent I am provided with a Reply. tn A a un er Conſch 
Cit. No matter, hear the end of it, and lay SS ec 6n oat fide, clo rn jor pn 


. Four own and your helping Neighbours Heads Barbaritics that Perſecunion or Crucky 
rogether to anſwer it. He that is an Enemy to commit. And therefore (23.1 ſaid before) he 
this Charter of Religious Liberty, and that de- 3) "ach penal Power of Relaine of 
fends our Penal Laws in matter of Religion and te pecular Province of the : 


reſtraint of Conſcience, or endeavours the choice the Juriſdiftion of Nan, you 


a 
_—_ ; that ſh Torrent toallthe licentiouſneſs of .T 
of thoſe Repreſentatives in Parliament, that ſhall or Sprint Pride under. the Orlots Fs 


uphold them, juftifies the Deaths of every Pro- age want) can fit-a flettiog, Aud 
(teſt ant that dyed by the Laws of Queen Mary, and gyr Pendt Starures ſo wpbeld we al 
all the Eretien of Srakes and Inquiſition Houſe ; and even to God himſelf,, againſt the -19juſtice or 
ought not in Juſtice to complain, were it pofible ou} BESS ROE of Fenn Lan 

I hatev wer oVer us 
that Popery ſhould ever be ſo reeſtabliſhed again in reerciiorpoa w.” © Zhy whe fore ts thes wary Bows my 
England (as that indeed it never can be) —— we our ſelves oill r0 bavy dane to orhevs, | 
Gouu. Never | Are you ſure on't ? | And more varti : 
Cis. Yes never | But of that in its proper place. As 1 ſaid 
before, grant the ſuppoſition of the ſame reeftabliſhment of 

Popery, He ought notto complain or murmur were the old 
Smithfeild Fires rekindled, and himſelf one of ahe Number 
that Blazed in their Flames. 

"Coun. Heyday, Here's «bold Lench indeed. But 7 bope you 
tre not ſcriow, for if you are, you'll have rough work, to voueh violently Suffered from our 
what you ſay. and Blood alſo of ſo many 

Citi Not ſo tough as you fancy ** For to ſtate the Ballance are their namber) of their 
between them. Our Cburch in Power and Dowinion, upon 
the preſumption of being the Trur, Anciemt and Apoftolich, 
Church, and her ſelf only in the right, ſets up Gibbets to pu- 
niſh her Erroneous' Recuſants, and eftabliſhes Jayls, Con- or-elſe that 
feations, Sequeſtrations, Abjurations, Baniſhments aud Hal» juffly by Law to be d 
ters here again too, to puniſh her erroneous Non-conformiſts. els, Eftates, &c: to 
And pray did not the Church of Rome in Power and Dominion 
ſet up Fire and Faget to qr gt her —_—_— _— __ | ry | 
under the ſame preſumption of beiug true ancient 0,1c Reaſon; & indifſed 
Church, her ſelf ty a the right, and her Hereticks in the | 
wrong. ( Imight have ſaid greater Preſumption, for her fap- 
poſed lafalibility gives her a coxfidence of rhat right and wrong 


ene { yonet yout Polus thas far. I 
which our tenderer Modefty only allows us Hepes of) And and i your wo fil, tha ju'# 
conſequently by the ſame Equity or Condemnatloa we tacitly find no eaſe matter 0 get over. | 
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avow- her Hereteci Combureadito be as honeſt and upright a Ci, us adjourn then this Evening, anc come 25 freſh to/ 
Law (when ia force)-as 27th or 35th of Elizabeth. morrow Moraing with 'cm as you ca. 
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